Installing iDA

The software should install correctly with all current versions of MS Excel. However, if you are using MS Office 2000 or Office XP the macro security level of your implementation may be set at high. If this is the case, the software will not install.  To check and possibly reset the security level do the following:

 

Open Excel and select tools.


Mouse to macro then select security. 


If the security setting is high,  change the setting to medium and click OK.


Exit Excel and close all other applications.

Here are the steps for installing iDA.



Insert the CD that comes with the text into your CD drive.



Mouse to Start and left click on Run.



Specify your CD drive and type installiDA.exe. For example. If your CD drive is D, type:




d:\installiDA.exe



Press enter.



Select next, read the license agreement and select agree.



Select Finish, then OK.



Answer yes if asked “would you like to enable macros?”



Upon completion, a ReadMe file will appear on your screen. Once you close the file, the installation is complete.  

The iDA neural networks are written in the Java programming language. Therefore, to run the neural network software, you must have Java installed on your machine. Java is free software and the installation file for Java is contained on your CD. The instructions for installing Java are given in Appendix A.  If you have any other problems with the installation, refer to Appendix A for additional assistance.

Limitations

The commercial version of iDA is bound by the size of a single MS Excel spreadsheet which allows a maximum of 65,536 rows and 256 columns. The iDA input format uses the first three rows of a spreadsheet to house information about individual attributes.  Therefore, a maximum of 65,533 data instances in attribute-value format can be mined.  The student version that comes with your text allows a maximum of 7,000 data instances (7003 rows).  

Since each MS Excel column holds a single attribute, the maximum number of attributes allowed is 256.  The maximal size of an attribute name or attribute value is 250 characters.  Also, RuleMaker will not generate rules for more than twenty classes. Although not required, it is best to close all other applications while you use the iDA software suite of tools.  This is especially true for applications containing more than a few hundred data instances.

